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GOLONSTA 


the onigna of the new done thtutton to be given to the ese otttt 
anes over the heads of the dolombiana, The donatitutionel Assecbly, 


supposedly to meet. ony 45 after an Initial post ooneuent, was deloyod aq ds 


gain by presidential deeres on hay 4 until June 15. _ This action is 
eloagly related to the internal strife within the Conservs tive tarty, 
but the officiel resgon given woe the "physical" teroastbility of sube 
lishing the goverment orojeot on tine, Thus at the and of May, two veels 
before the meeting of the Assenbly, the country ignores the articles to 
be adopted, this aituation te syzotonatio of the total disregard for 
yablie opinion, To date the only disclosures of the intenied refora were 
those made by winiater of Govermment, Lule Ignacio Andrade, on bay 6 in 
® vablie Letter to the denartmental authorities, The oe sootlicd “bases” 
of the refora which were to be wade cublie throughout the country, in the 
werda of the uinister, “tor the analyeiea ond agceeptance of 811 the go- 
vyernoa" have not persltted authoritative discussion beasuse they Bro vague 
atateronts, the extent of which omn only Ally be fudged by the actual 
text of the project, The Minister's disclosure haa onused allem not one 
ly among the liberale but scong many conservatives who do not aporeve of 
the mixture of imported ideas oresented unier the heading of "Shristian 
Desoormey", the salient pointe are: colitioal partion will be coradltted 
ofly if they conform to the norms of "Shriatian Oexceragy” that is, the 
Aontrines of the present Governuenty the crevioua const tational norm of 
freedon of worehip ts te be replaced by the sincle tolerance of any ult 
different from Rowan Catholiclemy freedow of edugation will be oragtical- 
ly destroyed; the press will becone a” public utiiity" (servicio oibites), 
pleged unier the cermanent gonir ah of the government, thio alicgtnating 
freedom af cresa wht bbs al ‘Already boon suenended in Colombia for the 
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past four yeeray radio and television are to be atate controlled; georet 


sodleties will be proscribed (démez’ afternoon paper, the Disrto ox 


explained thet this will be applied not only to the Masons, but olso ee 
the Rotarians and Lions); the Senate le to become a pacudo-cornorstivis- 
tis body in the formation of whieh the governzent will have a deelaive in- 
fluénoée; universal suffrage will be reatrioted to the vote of legslly nae 
ried heads of foriiies for the election of munteipal councils end devart- 
mental aseenblies, Theae bodies, long cherished because of principles of 
sectional advinistrative eutcnoay, will be placed under the douination of 
Hdovernors and Mayors, directly appointed representatives of the Central =. 


xneooutive. 


This project waa oreoered by Titular Preatdent Leureano Gémex and 
Hinister Andrade and deed not follow all the recoraendations of the Gon= 
stitutional Govwltitee (HyA.R.,Vi6) made yublie last year, ‘The ideology 
af the reforw hag been orevided by President Gémez and ite chilosophy 
oan be better aoprectated from hie own explanations, the last of whieh 
was an article entitled "Constitutional Srrom'. (Yerros Gone tituclonales ) 
which wie prominently displayed in Zl Siglo of May 21, President aénez 
stated: "Universel suffrage, tnoreants and generalized in oll soqlal ao- 
tivities to decide the A@ireation of the State contradicts the nature of 
society itaclf. The nanagenent of the state le by antononaste & ovoduet 
of intelligence. fu elementary observation shows that intelligense is 
not equally distributed asong the membera of the human species, In this 
resnect sotiety resembles a ayranid, the vertex of which is occusted by 
a Geniuer if he exiets at all in a given gountry, or by an individuel of 
m8 t outstanding noeition bectuse of his intellestual condition, Under« 


neath 138 found these whioh asta lense capacities are more mumercua. 
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There follows in thie manner a kind of stratification of scclal Layere, 


nutierous in inverse proportion to the degree of inteligence, until ®t the 


base is the Lowerfleyer reached, the wont auple and numerous, that which 
gusports the wholé pyramid ami ia composed of the obscure ami inept mult® 
tude (vulgo) where rationality barely anpeara to differentiate human beings 


from beasts," 


Neither témoz' article nor the bases made sublic by Andrade refer to 
the somelbility of the next president's being elected by the donetitutio- 
nel Asseubly, (H.4.86,¥i:4) a wove which would by-pass Ospina's righta and 
popular support, Such @ ponaibility seeas now more certain, Ux-Tresident 
Qpoina stated in wincographed leaflets handed out clandestinely thet he 
has been subjected to the strictest censorship; the use of maile and wire 
services are peruttted hin only for personal and business uattera; mention 
of hia nawe by press or radio and the printing of his pictures has been 
forbidden, A banquet for Acting-°resicent Urdaneta, given in the name of 
the armed forces and offered by Lieutenant Generel Rojas Tinille, was in- 
torpreted in some quarters os an insinuation to Urdaneta from an Ospimae 
favorable army to break away from Génes! hold, and ino other quarters, as 
a new proof of the unconditional allegiance of the aruy to the Mreoutive, 
The only posi tive cont busion to be. drawn ig that the bald 800 ReGShAn took 
an openly partisan atand when he expressed the arny's concern over the in- 


ternal atrife of the Conservative Party, ‘The aame day ar oxtraordinary 


decree gronted ‘tes new ranke: Brigedier Generali and Major Genorai, 


and in the navy, the ranks of Admiral and Vice-Adulral, 


Whatever the real implications of the banquct aay have been, the 
following week the President sopointed a new and very strong Cabinet, 


almost totally composed of staunch pre-Gdmez men, ‘The reorganization of 
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the dabinet had been exneated as necessary beforethe meeting of the Gon- 
stitutional Assembly to which seven Ministere are delogstes. Andrade, 
who ia believed to be the heir apparent announced that he would attend 
the Assenbly to defend the offigtal project, amb Eig 
that he was to preside the ever the Assembly, S84 in the meantine he bas 


We Coronation: . 
been apoointed Ambagsador extraordinary to,qQueen Slizabeth II, fo re« 


bo eromptly stated 


place hin as intater of Government Rafael Aguerog 4 physician fren An= 
drade'a howe town and his pergonal follower, Was appointed, fo re¢irso. 
eate Aguero, | wettber of the donservetive Hational OLreatorate Sines 1O5lL» 
upon assuming the debine® rest, apoointed Andrade as hla prexy in thet 
body. Ministers José Gabriel de le Vega, José tarfa Bernal, Vanuel Hog= 
quera Gareéa and Alejandro Jimenez Arango, Sabina Sympathizers, were ree 
placed, Jorge Leyva, Minister of Public Vora Since 19590 ard another pon 
aible presidential successor reusined i the same sost. Ruthless, fornex 


Governor of Norte de gentender and ex<Aubassedor to vortugal, Lucio fabén 


es, 


Wifies, was oromoted frou the Ministry of Sdueation te thet of War, 4&4 note- 
worthy G@onointient was that of dudillerss Ledn Valenala, foruer Aubassador 
to Spain, to be Minister of Foreign Relations, Valendta, who wés appointed 
to both the offtotal ond Algatiata Directorates inhost, Gia not enter ei- 
ther mut garefully avoided any entenglenents, He has been considered & 
possible eousrontee candidate to solve the démen~Oa pine foud and hig ape 
peintsent Spears to be a bid by the Government to gain hie aupport. 


& to Government vores 


Oapine's friends have ressonded 
in several ways. They plan to contest the Gevermnent proposale im the done 
gtitutlonal Assesbly, In eddition former Minteter of duatice, de la Vega, 
and elder etetesuan Francises de Pr, Pérez, orincipal members of the con« 
servative Hetlonal Directorate, whose slaccs had been up te new ocoupied 


by Eternates, decided to take part in the Directorate, Joaquin Seatrada. 
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to adakt thee until the return of Antrnls would insure o cajority offde- 


werent nowbhers, 


Fer a short time during the past aonth thin politieal gontroverpy 

verghatowed by the Ulacute with Yonesuela over the Grandolowbian Mor= 
ghant FPiget, “cha aonti tot originated when the foal of Mrestera approved 
@ motion taking ousy the exten-gtatutory covers which 1% nee . 
granted ¢o the Gowkbern of the Soard with regard ts anneal af acosknt- 
ments, ‘he thaireanahip st present to filled by Jee$ Liovera ws of Yeo 
neauela, thie detersination ooanaioned 4 trong | oboteat by the Yonemue- 


. ferwarly 


‘Lan Morwetors ant ftwaiiy their return to dersess. 4 nethor Wea Lett 
in the hele of the Gevernsentaso? the three neuber qoutes, Tt wae | 
degided thet the eontested cotion was to be revoked ao a sattlenant. the 
ineident omoduacd very strong attacke aged 
papere, The dolowblan attitude wag one of great an uLey Sh Sieeme, in an 
oAitorisl of tmy 3, recelled the grest financial oamternaents b abtadnat 
by the enterprise, tut colnted out that 24 was more (hen & pusinons Ware 
ture; it was the fealt of ouch nected internstions] deeperition eat un 
deretanting, cele 
by waritice interests in Yenesuela and in moot cart were the peault aft 


nat Coloabla ad aose Yenemuelen 


wlang urvlerctood that the atite:s ware fin part foetex oa 


soliton’ exoediensy, the Vonesuelan dsveranent of dolons] “res Tinénes 
weieh Pound in the 1952 eledtion that it lagird ooolo® accor hoped te 
onriieiiee colitheally by chemeling againat Colombia the etxong mtions— 
Liatie sentiment whieh had boon ssw by the oovenition INO against the 

at no peelig hee 


gta thos eudh strong support. 


642 qowpenieon ont had 
ais Lasues were ‘rvellved can be deen by tte fact that ome of the moat 

mely volged deunxl wie for # ghange in the nane of the Gersiny, sino 
4% woe @ivimed that colombis wee ueluly onoflt ie es it. Gome of the 


a? (Galomtias ccusdore 


yertate went ag fer ae crocosing the nate “doleve 
Venexuele), efoting thet tran deloubia had newer oxlsted. . 
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The attached material, while overt, known, and 
somewhat outdated, is forwarded as of possible 
interest as a reflection of Colombian Liberal 

thinking. It was prepared for a Latin American 
publication but will not be used, ate least in 


this form, because of recent developments in 
Colombia. 
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